
 

Monday 30 March 2020 at 5:52pm 

 

Kia ora whanau 

Another week is unfolding and there is great work going on to support everyone as much as possible.  

It is heartening when we come together and find ways to make what seems like the impossible happen and I 

am reminded of the great principle of interconnectedness i.e. that everything is connected to everything and 

everyone else.  In this way no-one is more or less important than anyone else and we all need each other to 

achieve our shared goal – to be safe, well and care for our loved ones.   The whole of nature reflects this from 

the tiniest micro-organism to the great creatures and forests, the sky, the sea and the whole of the universe 

working together. 

This principle also breaks down hierarchies and the idea that some people are more important than others or 

at this time, some are making greater sacrifices and others not so much.  There is no room for that thinking in 

the Mission and it is certainly not found in our Mission Statement.  Justice through Service would not be 

possible on the basis of false hierarchies.   So let’s remember the sacrifices we are all making for the common 

good at this time: 

 Over 70 yr. olds are sacrificing their independence and being asked to completely remove themselves 

from any contact outside their bubble including shopping.  They feel very isolated. 

 Those who can and must work from home have taken their offices and their work into their home 

space and sacrificed the separation of work and home and their families are part of that sacrifice. 

 Greater workloads are being carried as the planning and resourcing is a constant urgent need. 

 People are working at the frontline and risking infection transmission. 

 Residents and young people are having even more of their basic liberties eroded. 

 People are home and dealing with the loss of their job and the stress of an unknown future. 

 Whanau have lost the opportunity to grieve for those who have passed in their traditional ways. 

Everyone is making sacrifices, not in their own interests but for the greater good of saving as many lives as 

possible.   All of us are playing a part.  So let’s not re-create false hierarchies of who is sacrificing the most, let’s 

instead strengthen our commitment through developing even greater connections with each other and 

honouring and respecting the part we are all playing.   Everyone matters equally and everyone’s sacrifice will 

be the “vaccination” that takes us beyond this deadly virus.  

 

Kia tau te rangimarie   

Fa’amanuia le Atua 

Peace be with you 

 

Karen 


